The world of electrons is explored
with the shortest of light pulses

When laser light is transmitted through a gas, ultraviolet
overtones arise from the atoms in the gas. In the right
conditions, these overtones may be in phase. When their
cycles coincide, concentrated attosecond pulses are formed.
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The laser light is divided into two beams, where one is
used to create a train of attosecond pulses. This pulse
train is then added to the original laser pulse and the
combination is used to perform extremely rapid
experiments.
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