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Towards ever 
higher intensities

Several methods were 
developed for emitting 
extremely powerful short 
laser pulses, but then 
development stopped – it 
was not possible to amplify 
the light pulses further 
without damaging the 
amplifying material.

The world’s first functioning 
laser was built by the American 
physicist Theodore Maiman.

Extreme Light Infrastructure (ELI) 
is a European project with three 
sites that will be completed in a 
few years.  


